MONROE CAMP & RETREAT CENTER, INC.
HORSEBACK RIDING PROGRAM RELEASE

I________________________________________________________, (parent/guardian) wish for my child, ____________________________________(full name) to participate in Monroe Camp and Retreat Center, Inc.’s horseback riding program through its camp, in Scotland County, North Carolina.
	I AM HERBY ADVISED by the Staff of Monroe Camp and Retreat Center, Inc. of the following in regards to horseback riding: (Initial by each statement.)

_____	That my child is required to wear a helmet or similar protective headgear fastened securely 
             under the chin while riding a horse.

_____	That while domesticated, well trained horses are usually obedient, docile and often 
             affectionate, it is important to understand that their survival instincts are what has allowed the 
             horse to survive through the centuries.

_____	That horses are unpredictable by nature, with minds of their own, as are all animals both 
            domesticated and wild.  The horse is often high strung or nervous by nature. Horses are 
             extremely strong, and physically powerful.  Horses are extremely heavy, weighing from 600-
              1300 lbs. on average.

_____	That when a horse is frightened, angry, under stress, or feels threatened from any direction 
              they will react by jumping, kicking, running away, biting, or bucking.

_____	That a human must always approach a horse calmly, quietly, and cautiously, preferably from 
              near its shoulder or lower neck, talking soothingly to it.

_____	That sudden, loud, or unexpected noises or movements near a horse can provide a horse to act 
              according to its natural protective instincts.

_____	That horses have blind areas around which they cannot see: behind it and while it is eating.  
              Therefore, humans are never to surprise a horse from behind, or reach first for its mouth.

_____	That while a horse is very sure footed by nature, on uneven or slippery ground it may lose its 
              footing, and could fall down possibly injuring the rider and/or handler.

	I have been fully advised of the nature of horses and horseback riding. I acknowledge that once my child receives the equipment and horse, they are exposed to the possible risk of injury inherent with horseback riding. The horse irrespective of its past nature or characteristics, may act or react unpredictably at times based upon instinct or fright, which is a risk the rider assumes.
	
I and my heirs hereby fully release and hold harmless, Monroe Camp and Retreat Center, Inc. and its camp, its employees and representatives, from any and all claims, losses, liabilities, demands, actions and causes of action that might mature or accrue subsequent to the date of this release on the account of, Monroe Camp and Retreat Center during the summer.
	
I have carefully read and understand this release, and have had the opportunity to ask questions about this release and all such questions have been fully answered.  With full knowledge of its contents I hereby sign this release voluntarily on behalf of my child who is a minor.

Participant (if over 18)_________________________________________Date___________________

Parent or Guardian____________________________________________Date___________________
